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ernstein Castle

One of the best — preserved medieval structures in the €zh
Republic, Pernstejn Castle is a rare example of Gothic Renaissance
architecture. The castle derived its name from the Germia Barenstein, i.e.,
Bear‘ s Castle. Although we do not know who built this 13th- century
monument, its fate wes inseparably interwoven with the Parstejns, once
one of the most powerful and important families in tle Kingdom of
Bohemia. The sightseeing tour of the castle interiors tads you on a trip
through several centuries, as it provides an opportunitid explore Gothic
halls turing stucco decoration and rooms graced with Rocto and
neoclassical ornaments. One of the routes acquaints visis with the
lifestyles of the 19th — century nobility.



Nove Mesto ta Moray

Founded in the mid — 1200s, this townon the southern edge the Zdarske Hills
reached its heyday in the renaissance period under thedrds of Pernstejn. Splendid
sculptured decorationson its streets and main square, thwork of local native sons Jan
Stursa and Vincenc Makovsky, enhance the unique chacter of the town* s historical
centre. The oldest monuments in the town are St Kunhat s Church, the old town hall and
the chateau. The church and some of the houses are geal by sgraffito fashioned by Karel
Nemec, which feature, among other things, Horacky Hejil ( a legendary evil wailing forest
spirit ). In June, the Nova Civitas Celebrations arestaged in the town to recall its cultural
and artisan traditions. Every year the elite of cross —auntry skiing converge on Nove
M sto, the most important skiing centre in the Vysocia Region, to take part in the ,,
Golden Ski “ race, which is part of the World Cup. Winter sports enthusiasts can find a
plethora of machinemaintained, cross — country skiingriails and downhill runs. In the
summer the surroundings of the town offer a range of opprtunities for hiking, cycling and
fishing.

There are world cross — country skiing race cup called Golde ski every year.
It s got many years tradition, than year 1934.

The best Czech contestant is Katerina Neumannova. She woarfthe present last year in race



rotected Landscape area of Zdar' s il

Protected landscape area of Zdar* s Hills is one @dhe most important spring areas in the Czech
Republic. Some of the rivers that have their sourcehere discharge into the North Sea, others flow dar
as the Black Sea. The Darko Peatbog [1] has devetapfrom several metre — deep layers of dead plants.
The Radostin' s Peatbog [2] is a unique example obs- called bifurcation — one part of the plateau draas
into the Sazava River, water from the other part fows into the Doubrava. The small Lakes of Ransko [3
came from into being when several former medievaton ore mines were inundated. The marshlands
provide a habitat for a plethora of amphibian animds and butterflies.

The rock formations in the summit parts of the protected kndscape area provide a remarkable
counterpoint to the marshland areas Nine Rocks [4] , lodad at an altitude of 836 metres above sea level,
are just several centimetres lower than Javorice, the higest peak of the Vysocina Region. There is a
place called Four Clubs [5] , which affords a fantastic vew of the area. Frost weathering in the local
gneiss gave raise not only to rocks of a variety of shapdsut also to Pernicky [6] - rock bowls, which

local people tended to associate with pagan ritual sacrifes. Overcenturies owls rather than the castle
lords used to meet in the Labyrinths of Starkov [7] . The tanquil environment of the original mixed
forests on the slopes of the Zak' s Mountain [8] is no longr disturbed by charcoal kilns which used to
produce fuel for foundries and glassworks. One of the poits of a fundamental trigonometric network,

the Mountain has played an important role in land surveyng works.
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As early as in the 13th century a market place existedn an ancient trade route in the heart of the
Zdar* s Hills. It stood near a Cistercian monastery thatwas converted into a chateau after Emperor
Joseph Il. introduced his reforms. Having acquired thelocal demesne in the early 17th century,
Cardinal Frantisek of Ditrichstejn granted the settlement town status. The Gothic parish Church of St
Procopius has a statue painting of the Madonna with th€hild in its interior. The nearby Chapel of St
Barbara was most probably designed by the famous archact Santini. There is also a late Gothic
stronghold, now home to the Regional Museum. The GreeHill pilgrimage site has been added to the
UNESCO List of World Cultural Heritage. The town owed its rapid development after the war to the
construction of engineering and metallurgical works ( 4las a.s. ). Every year a range of events,

including the Rowanberry Celebrations and the Horacky dig folk music festival, are staged in the
town to continue its cultural traditions.
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Mystery ...

City borough with library The pond Velke Darko, the
biggest pond of the Vysocina
Region. Its area is 206 hectars



